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Robotics Tasmania – 2011– Chairperson Report

Report prepared by Susan Bowler

Robotics has continued to grow in Tasmania during 2010.  There were two major competitions with events held in both the North and the South of the State.  

Robotics in the club event featured a discussion of the Mars Rover.

Robotics Information sessions were held both in Northern and Southern Tasmania with increased numbers participating.

The main focus of last year was the competitions:  RoboCup Junior and First Lego League.
RoboCup Junior 

RoboCup Junior has continued to grow in Tasmania.  Robotics Tasmania ran multiple events across the State.  A regional event was run in Devonport plus the State Finals held in Hobart.  The State Finals were run over two days and tested the new expanded venue that will be utilized for the Australian National RoboCup to be held in Tasmania in 2011.  

Robotics Tasmania has a very stable committee that have been working together for a number of years.  This has contributed to increased growth of the events.  

In addition to managing the events, Robotics Tasmania is responsible for conduction informational evenings that include lectures about robotics used in science or industry, plus professional development for teachers and mentors.  These have been very successful.

Participation

Participation in the RoboCup State Finals is as follows:

216 total participants

155 male / 61 female

25 schools

 

	Event
	Dance Primary
	Dance Secondary
	Rescue
	Premier Rescue
	Soccer
	Total

	Teams
	14
	7
	35
	7
	8
	71


Participation in the Devonport Regional Competition numbers are estimates, as the final numbers have not been forwarded to Robotics Tasmania by the local organiser.  There were more than 10 schools participating, with 55+ participants and 15+ teams.

Highlights from this year’s competition

This year, as in past years, participation was at an all time high and the number who came to watch was in the hundreds.  The highlight of this year was the very successful trial of an expanded venue in preparation for the Australian Nationals in 2011.  The expanded venue included a new theatre located in an adjacent part of the University of Tasmania, along with 3 new preparation and practice areas.  Whereas this could have caused confusion, it did not due to the advance organisation of logistical matters, including the increase in the number of volunteers participating in setup, and during the two day event.  

The even received excellent media coverage from our local ABC radio station, ABC 936 Hobart prior and post the event.  The commercial television stations were also present on both days and covered all three divisions. The event was also covered by the newspaper.

The awards ceremony was very successful with multiple dignitaries, including Helen Burnett, Deputy Lord Mayor of Hobart and Tim Cox, ABC Morning Show presenting the trophies.  Tasmania Premiere, David Bartlett was also present in the audience and later highlighted the 

event at the Annual Tasmanian Parliament meets Science Dinner held three weeks after the event.  The Premiere requested a special presentation about robotics in Tasmania at this dinner.

RoboCup Junior Competition

Friday 13 – 14 August, 2010
Stanley Burbury Lecture Theatre,

University of Tasmania, Sandy Bay
Event Organisers

Thanks to all the organisers, parents, teachers, mentors, volunteers, and participants who helped make the competition run so smoothly.

Finals manager:
Chris Bracken

Equipment Manager:
Beverly Pasanen
Registrations manager:
Marissa Saville

Registrations / Welcome:


 “Max” and “Ballinda”:
That’s a secret! 

General Help: 
Ogilvie High School Out of the Box Events students
Soccer 
Manager:
Peter Wallhead



Referees:
Steven Mason, Nick Smith, Cameron Smith, Clarence High School students
Rescue 
Manager:
Neil Harris

Helpers:
Pat Graham, Richard Lawler,Riverside, Ros Neilson, Yaya Lu, Trevor Higgins.
Soccer/Rescue Interview coordinator:
Neil Winter

Dance 
Manager:
Tiani Pilgrim

Interviewers:
Russell Jentsch, Phil Dobber, Susan Bowler, Vivien Bruce, James Rowbottom


Judges: 
Russell Jentsch, Phil Dobber, Ros Lippis, Marissa Saville, Michelle Dennis, Vivien Bruce, Russell Jentsch, Sophia Chung


Other Dance Helpers:
Colin Pilgrim, Martin Pilgrim, Andrew Pilgrim, Priti Gupta (and her husband), Terry Lincolne, Robert Bruce, Ally Pasanen
Sponsors
University of Tasmania

RoboCup Junior Australia

Hobart City Council

Australian Computer Society

Proactive PD

Modern Teaching Aids

Robotics Tasmania

Individual Event Highlights
Rescue:  RoboCup Junior Rescue this year has continued to grow with increased numbers in all divisions - the increase in Rescue being the greatest.  The new competition venue which was proposed last year was very successful in its first year.  Because the RJC Rescue numbers were so large, the competition was split into two divisions.  It was also pleasing to see the rise in t
he number of Primary School teams entering.  Winners this year in Rescue were Mount Nelson Number4 team and in Premiere Rescue New Town High School Domo Power.  

A major highlight for the RCJ Rescue in Tasmania this year is the large number of teams who attended the National Finals in Canberra, preparing for the national event in 2011, held in Tasmania.

Soccer:  Although only 8 soccer teams entered this year’s event, down from 11 in 2009, the competition was still fierce. The advantage of having a small group of teams was that we could run the round robin in such a way that every team was playing every round which not only made it more challenging for teams, because they didn’t get much time to fix or re-program their robots between games, but it was also more interesting for the spectators.

We ran 4 fields with 5 rounds (we had to cut a round) on the Friday for the qualifiers and apart from a few technical difficulties they went smoothly. The game play was good, but slow due to the aforementioned technical difficulties, and out of 20 games we had a total of 6 nil all draws and 2 1 all draws. After the qualifiers, in first place were Nerds FC from Clarence High School and in second place were Pigs can fly from Hutchins High School. Every team went straight though to the Saturday finals, but they were still ranked based on their Friday game play. 

The Saturday finals were a lot faster paced and more eventful with quite a few games having to be determined by using the Golden Goal rule. The highest goal scorer for a game was Not this state from Hutchins High School with a total of 5 goals against 1 by the Don’t knows, also from Hutchins High School.

The Grand Final was a very competitive game between Nerds FC and CLARENCEDOTCOM, both from Clarence High School. After many very close near misses and a lot encouragement from spectators CLARENCEDOTCOM emerged as the victors with a score of 4 to 2.
Dance:  In preparation for next year’s National competition, the Dance competition went all out – all the way to the Arts lecture theatre.  21 teams competed in Dance and Dance theatre, packing out the lecture theatre on Friday evening and Saturday.  The competition was split over two days to allow each team two preliminary performances, so the Seniors occupied the twilight Friday competition and the Juniors filled the Saturday.

As always, robots and costumes were set to wow the judges and audience.  The Senior Dance teams had some foot-stomping tunes and impressive lighting to emphasise their choreography.  The Dance Theatre teams ramped up the show, with larger than life costumes out of Stargate and a very mad tea party.  Some of these senior teams were invited back to perform the following day, providing a great warm up to the celebrities that presented the prizes.

The Junior teams filled up the lecture theatre on Saturday to provide stiff competition with some very tight final scores.  Some teams had the whole audience dancing with their robots, while other teams took us on a whirlwind world tour.  Some teams carried out some risky choreography, while others rocked out to some golden oldies.

The judges were obviously impressed with the competition, with the top three teams in both Senior and Junior Dance divisions finishing within 1 point of each other.

Teams travelling to the National Competition
A huge highlight resulting from the State Finals is the number of teams traveling from Tasmania to the National event.  In 2009, 4 teams represented Tasmania.  This year there are 13 teams participating in the Australian Nationals.  For a state of roughly 500,000 people, we are very pleased to see this 3 fold increase.  
Results of the National Competition
· Three first place wins in Dance

· Senior Dance – RoboSquad Birds

· Senior Dance Theatre – RoboSquad United

· Junior Dance – Bugle Boys

· Rescue – 2nd place Mt. Nelson Primary, and other teams in the finals

· Soccer – placement in the finals

The first place dance teams will be participating at the International RoboCup Junior held in June – Istanbul, Turkey.

RoboCup Junior 

Tasmania 2010 - Results

Rescue Results


No Trophy
Junior Rescue

	
	Team Name
	School

	1
	Mount Nelson 4
	Mount Nelson

	2
	Mount Nelson 2
	Mount Nelson

	3
	Samoht
	Princes St Primary

	4
	Team viper
	Bellerive


Senior Rescue

	
	Team Name
	School

	1
	DOMO Power
	New Town High School

	2
	Jumpin James
	Mac Killop college

	3
	Clarence  Rescue
	Clarence High School

	4
	TBA
	St Virgils


Premier Rescue

	
	Team Name
	School

	1
	Dead Wood
	New town High School

	2
	Resuscitators
	Riverside high School

	3
	Robo Warriors
	Clarence High School

	4
	Revivers
	Riverside high School


Highly Commended  (Any non-trophy winner)

	Team
	School

	IT
	Private


UTAS Computing Prize ($150)

Best Overall - All Rescue

	Team
	School

	Resuscitators
	Riverside high School


Soccer Results

	
	Team Name
	School

	1
	CLARENCEDOTCOM
	Clarence HS

	2
	Nerds FC
	Clarence HS

	3
	Not this state
	Hutchins HS

	4
	Pigs can fly
	Hutchins HS


Highly Commended  (Any non-trophy winner)

	Team
	School

	Pigs can fly
	Hutchins HS


UTAS Computing Prize ($150)

Best Overall - All Soccer

	Team
	School

	CLARENCEDOTCOM
	Clarence HS


Dance Results

Junior Dance





	
	Team Name
	School

	1
	Company B
	Private Entry

	2
	Scary Emus
	East Launceston Primary School

	3
	JediBots
	Collinsvale Primary School

	4
	Funky Town Bots
	


Junior Dance Theatre

	
	Team Name
	School

	1
	Scooby Doo and the Undead
	Norwood Primary School

	2
	The Culture Kids
	Scotch Oakburn College

	3
	The Survivors
	Scotch Oakburn College

	4
	Santa's Little Helpers
	Scotch Oakburn College


Senior Dance

	
	Team Name
	School

	1
	RoboSquad Birds
	Ogilvie High School

	2
	Robot Angels
	Clarence High School

	3
	Robocop
	Don Campus Tas Polytechnic and Tas Academy

	4
	Fireflies
	MacKillop Catholic College


Senior Dance Theatre

	
	Team Name
	School

	1
	RoboSquad United
	Ogilvie High School

	2
	Stargate SG 1 1/2
	Don Campus Tas Polytechnic and Tas Academy

	3
	OHS Wild Things
	Ogilvie High School


Highly Commended  (Any non-trophy winner)

	Team
	School

	Santa's Little Helpers
	Scotch Oakburn College


UTAS Computing Prize ($150)

Best Overall - All Dance

	Team
	School

	RoboSquad United
	Ogilvie High School

The Friends’ School

Sacred Hear College


UTAS Engineering Innovation Prize

Primary ($250 Cash prize)

	Team
	School

	Company B
	Private Entry (Lauderdale)


Secondary ($250 Cash prize)

	Team
	School

	RoboSquad United
	Ogilvie High School

The Friends’ School

Sacred Hear College


Travel Assistance Prizes

Due to the kind support of our sponsors, five travel assistance prizes were awarded to selected teams to represent the state at the Australian Open in the ACT on September 18th and 19th 2010.

First Lego League
The FIRST LEGO League Tasmanian State Finals were successfully held On November 13th in the wonderful new facilities at Ogilvie High School.
A full day of Robotics fun, fascinating and entertaining project presentations on Bioengineering and great exhibitions of teamwork amongst some closely knit teams.
The success of the day occurred because of the terrific network of support and volunteers who worked very hard on the day – the project judges, teamwork judges, Robot games judges, IT support, photographer, lots of catering helpers (sensational BBQ, cup cakes and coffee) etc.
and of course all the students and their hard working mentors.
Thanks also to Luan Heimlich, Australian FLL tournament director, for coming down from Sydney to help us with the running of our tournament. Your help was invaluable.
We also had some great media – Southern Cross news, ABC radio news and the Sunday Tasmanian
 
The final results are as follows (Award, Team name, School)
 
Robot Performance Award: Taftothup, MacKillop Catholic College
Judges Award: Kevin, MacKillop Catholic College
Research Project Award: Rockin’ Robots, Hagley Farm School
Teamwork award: The Chevies, Ogilvie High School +
Technical Design award: Taftothup, MacKillop Catholic College
CHAMPIONS AWARD: Rhino, Ogilvie High School +
 
 Taftothup represented Tasmania at the FLL Nationals.

Australian Open RoboCup Junior

Tasmania will host this National event on 24-25 September, 2011.  It is going to be fantasic!
